6Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
August 21, 2006 
Heartland Business Center, Keysville 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order and Kenneth Cassada gave the invocation. Guests and new members were recognized. Cynthia Gregg called the roll. (See attendance at the end of these minutes.) 
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  An item was added concerning a furniture purchase per request from Stephanie Heintzleman.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  Minutes of the June 12, 2006, meeting were approved. (Hagenau, Gregg.)
In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  Report was approved as mailed. (Swinson, Hagenau.)
In Re: Reports from Supporting Agencies. Ms. Gregg mentioned some upcoming events including a Field Day at VSU, Farm Safety Day, Angus Field Day, dairy workshop, fencing workshop and Family and Farm Day.
In Re: VARCDC Items. Sherry Swinson updated the council on action taken by the VARCDC including the formation of a Land Protection Committee. She reported that she had met with Secretary Bloxom and Nikki Rovner to discuss PDR programs around the state.
Kenneth Cassada stated that an initiative was underway in Halifax County called Land Care and he suggested that the two projects might possibly fit together.

Motion was carried to adopt PDRs and land protection as a new project, #146. (Heintzleman, Swinson.)

In Re: SE Meeting in Asheville, NC in 2007. Chairman Ingram stated that the meeting would be held September 9 – 12, 2007, at the Grove Park Inn. The RC&D rate is $159 and rooms need to be booked early. Mr. Roberts explained that upon booking, the hotel would immediately charge for one nights lodging per booking. 

Motion carried that three rooms be reserved for the council with decision to be made later on who would be attending. (Park, Wimbish.)
In Re: National RC&D Meeting Report. Chairman Ingram reported on the conference held in Savannah to which he arrived on Sunday and attended the reception. The conference was well attended with plenty of workshops on Monday and Tuesday addressing a wide range of topics. Ms. Swinson and Mrs. Heintzleman, both of whom attended the conference, concurred.
In Re: Purchase Office Furniture. Mrs. Heintzleman reported that two chairs in the RC&D Office needed to be replaced and that some money was budgeted for such a purchase. 
Motion carried that chairs be purchased to replace the current ones. (Swinson, Hampton.)
In Re: (Re)Appointment Letters to Sponsors. Ms. Gregg said that four sponsors would be sent letters asking for (re)appointments to the council for four-year terms. These sponsors are Lake Country SWCD, Halifax County, Peter Francisco SWCD and Prince Edward County.
The new county planner, David Whitaker, from Amelia County was in attendance. He stated that he would have a formal letter of appointment sent to the RC&D office. He is filling the unexpired term (October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2007), of David Keener/Phillip Vannoorbeeck.

In Re: Adopt New Project – Thyne Institute Memorial Dedication. Billy Park reported that the Thyne Institute Board had requested assistance planning the dedication of their new memorial, a site on the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail. 

Motion carried that the Thyne Dedication be accepted as a new project, #147. (Park, Carter.) 

In Re: Project Updates. 
Assign-A-Highway – Several members spoke about the efforts underway in their county and the contacts that had been made with judges and court representatives. Mr. Roberts pointed out that an area-wide program had been unsuccessful. Mr. Hagenau stated that in order to garner support within the county, a planned meeting should include a member/members of the county’s Board of Supervisors, judges, people from within the county who share an interest in the subject and an area celebrity for endorsement.
Motion carried to develop and plan a Litter Summit for the region and appoint a committee to work on such. (Swinson, Heintzleman.) Agreeing to serve on the committee were Sherry Swinson, Stephanie Heintzleman, Susie Hampton, Hank Hagenau and Wayne Carter.
Farm Safety Camp II – Ms. Gregg reported that her camp is scheduled for September 23, 2006, and will be held at the Alberta Campus of Southside Virginia Community College. They hope 150 children and 70 adult volunteers will attend. Interest has been expressed in all of the surrounding counties. They have obtained $950 in donations thus far.
Edmunds Park Wetland -- Mr. Wimbish reported that the control structure has been installed. 
In Re: Completed Projects. Motion carried to report Edmunds Park Wetland, #144, complete. (Wimbish, Swinson.)
Following a brief discussion on workforce training, the council heard about a culinary arts program under development in Charlotte County.
Motion was carried to write a letter of support for the funding of a new culinary arts program for Alternative Education. (Hampton, Heintzleman.)

In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Mr. Roberts stated that all of the RC&D coordinators met in Halifax County recently to discuss activities. He said that RC&D was headed toward more accountability to the goals of the NRCS Strategic Plan. He plans to give a PowerPoint presentation on the changes at the next council meeting. He further stated that all of OD’s reports should be completed on the fiscal year schedule rather than the calendar year as has been the practice for the Annual Report. Mr. Roberts said that he had been chosen to be the RC&D Team Leader for the next two years. As a result of his meeting with Noah Mullins, area manager for NRCS, Mr. Roberts reported that district conservationists would be expected to attend at least two council meetings per year. Mr. Roberts said he had attended a biodiesel workshop outside of the area and hoped to host one within the area.

In Re: Other. Ms. Swinson informed the council that the Fall VARCDC Meeting would be held on November 8, 2006, at the Department of Forestry complex in Charlottesville. Council members expressing interest in attending were Chairman Ingram and Stephanie Heintzleman.
Mr. Roberts stated that RC&D Forester Anna Cahoon was interested in forming a forestry committee to help implement the Forestry Plan of Work. Anyone interested in serving on the committee should see Mr. Roberts.
Chairman Ingram expressed the council’s pleasure at being allowed to meet at the Heartland Business Center and by consensus, the council agreed to hold their October meeting at the Center as well.

Julie Hamlett informed the council about the upcoming Farm Day that will be held at the Lawler’s Farm in Green Bay.

Mrs. Heintzleman agreed to lead a tour of the facility following the meeting.
The meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, August 21, 2006

David Whitaker, Amelia County
Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County

Stephanie Heintzleman, Charlotte County

Sherry Swinson/Elbert Womack, Cumberland County

Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County




George Ingram, Lunenburg County
Wayne Carter, Mecklenburg County

Ronnie Roark, Nottoway County




Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County
Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD





Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD





Kelly Jones, Peter Francisco SWCD



Gary Dillard/Harold Harris, Piedmont SWCD






Julie Hamlett, Southside SWCD

Billy Park, Southside PDC

Dave Roberts, NRCS

Sue Adams, NRCS

Council Member/Alternate Absent:



Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County

Andre Gilliam/Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council
The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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