Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
June 12, 2006  
Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. Guests were recognized. Cynthia Gregg called the roll. (See attendance at the end of these minutes.) 
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  No additions.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  Minutes of the April 17, 2006, meeting were approved. (Wimbish, Gregg.)
In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  Report was approved as mailed. (Heintzleman, Park.)
In Re: Reports from Supporting Agencies. Ms. Gregg mentioned some upcoming events including a lamb weigh-in, catfish hatchery workshop, wool pool and field days.
Noah Mullins, NRCS area manager, addressed the possible closing/combination of NRCS offices in his 23-county service area. Affected offices include Charlottesville, Goochland, Appomattox and Kenbridge. No decisions have been reached yet, but the changes are a result of office closings by sister agency, Farm Services Agency, with whom NRCS offices are co-located and share expenses. Chairman Ingram spoke about the efforts on behalf of Lunenburg County to prevent the federal offices from leaving the county.
Andre Gilliam reported that the Commonwealth Regional Council has formed a Transportation Task Force Committee to work with area stakeholders to identify transportation issues and potential future transportation planning projects for which to pursue VDOT grant funding. Stakeholders include representatives from VDOT, Virginia Department of Emergency Management, STEPS, Crossroads, colleges, and local businesses. This committee is part of the CRC’s Rural Transportation Planning Program scope of work. 

In Re: VARCDC Meeting Report. Chairman Ingram said the meeting in Chincoteague was very good. Native of the Eastern Shore and Virginia’s Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bloxom, was in attendance as was Deputy Secretary of Natural Resources Nikki Rovner and political strategist, Carthan Currin. Chairman Ingram reported that the SE Association meeting will be hosted by Virginia in 2008, and it will be held in Wytheville. Two hotels are within walking distance of the newly constructed conference center. By a narrow margin, this location was chosen over two others because of the savings in fees and lodging costs. Chairman Ingram said that Shenandoah RC&D will host the 2007 VARCDC spring meeting. Mr. Wimbish spoke briefly on the tour conducted on Chincoteague Island.
Dave Roberts reported that an ad hoc committee has been created to oversee a state project concerning the purchase of development rights and conservation easements.
In Re: National RC&D Meeting Update. Chairman Ingram said that he, Sherry Swinson and Stephanie Heintzleman would be leaving for Savannah on Sunday, along with Mr. Roberts. Mrs. Heintzleman was added to attend since her costs would be minimal for the council. Mr. Ingram will make a presentation on the Farm Safety Day Camp project during the Success Stories portion of the meeting.
In Re: Assign-A-Highway. Hank Hagenau spoke about the meeting held in Buckingham organized by Carolyn Amos, his county’s solid waste manager. He said the meeting was very good and suggested that other counties that hold such a meeting obtain support of the county supervisors and judge(s) prior to holding a meeting. Mr. Roberts said Brunswick County was moving forward with the initiative and Susie Hampton said that Prince Edward County has the support of its two judges. Chairman Ingram stressed that this program was different from community service assignments since parolees would be assigned cleanup duties in lieu of time in jail.
In Re: National Extension Tourism Conference. In response to a request for proposals, ODRCD and Virginia’s Retreat submitted a joint proposal and were chosen to be presenters at a tourism conference in Vermont. Chairman Ingram stated that the Executive Committee agreed to send Sherry Swinson, Stephanie Heintzleman and Sarah Puckett to make a presentation on tourism initiatives in Southern Virginia. Michelle Olgers of Virginia’s Retreat will accompany them. Motion carried to concur with the decision to attend the conference. (Hagenau, Cassada.)
In Re: Project Updates. 
Farm Safety Camp – Sherry Ragland spoke about the success of the second farm safety camp. Even though attendance was lower than anticipated, 59 campers enjoyed a wonderful day of hands-on activities, demonstrations and games. 
Farm Safety Camp II – Ms. Gregg reported that her camp is scheduled for September 23, 2006, and will be held at the Alberta Campus of Southside Virginia Community College. They plan to have eight or nine stations, exhibits and keynote speakers. Support has been obtained from 4-H, sheriff’s department, Farm Bureau women and FFA. The camp’s target audience is youth aged 8-13 years.
Edmunds Park Wetland -- Mr. Wimbish reported that the control structure has arrived and the project should be complete within 60 days.

Mr. Wimbish reported that grant applications were being worked up for the Hall of Fame. Richard Childress Racing has committed to providing a car for Jeff Burton along with memorabilia that can be put in the museum. Mr. Wimbish has met with the regional vice president of Sun Trust Bank and is hopeful of funds from them.
In Re: Completed Projects. Motion was carried that projects # 078 – Wilson/Kautz Raid, #135 – Project Playground and #139 – DVD Premiere are complete. (Heintzleman, Morris.)
In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Mr. Roberts stated that a new progress reporting program, called POINTS, has been launched nationwide. It will be tied directly to the council’s 5-Year Plan, Annual Plan of Operations and the National RC&D Strategic Plan. Members of Congress and anyone with a desire to know will be able to access statistics and related information on projects. Mr. Roberts mentioned that he had met with the president of the Thyne Institute concerning a visitor’s center. He stated that he plans to attend a workshop on gang activities this month and will be enrolled in training during the last week of June. Mr. Roberts said that he was helping the Friends of the Appomattox gather information on liability insurance for their events.
In Re: Other. Chairman Ingram stated that the Heartland Business Center would hold its grand opening on June 27, 2007, at 10:30 AM. 

Motion was carried that the August council meeting be held at the newly constructed Heartland Business Center. (Heintzleman, Park.)
RC&D Forester Anna Cahoon was in attendance and offered her assistance with forestry related projects and creating forestry sub-committees. She handed out her business card and asked to be contacted with questions or ideas. 

Sherry Ragland enlightened the council on a project taking shape in her area called ALIVE by the James. It centers around a watershed experience for youth from across Virginia, ages 12-17, to spend a week at James River State Park and learn about water quality, soil and land uses, and forestry matters that affect all watersheds throughout the state. She said that much enthusiasm has been shown for the idea already and she hopes that RC&D will choose to become a partner. The council was very receptive to the idea. 
The meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, June 12, 2006

Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County

Stephanie Heintzleman, Charlotte County

Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County




George Ingram, Lunenburg County




Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County
Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD





Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD





Sherry Ragland, Peter Francisco SWCD



Gary Dillard, Piedmont SWCD






Eugene Morris, Southside SWCD

Andre Gilliam, Commonwealth Regional Council

Billy Park, Southside PDC

Dave Roberts, NRCS

Sue Adams, NRCS

Noah Mullins, NRCS
Guests:
Ron Duvall, Ag Extension, Nottoway County
Anna Cahoon, RC&D forester

Heidi Metz, forestry intern

Ed Zimmer, regional forester, VDOF
Council Member/Alternate Absent:



David Keener/Phillip Vannoorbeck, Amelia County

Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County

Sherry Swinson/Elbert Womack, Cumberland County


Wayne Carter/Jim Jennings, Mecklenburg County

Ronnie Roark/John Prosise, Nottoway County

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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