Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes

June 20, 2005     10 AM
Roanoke Station, Staunton River Battlefield State Park, Randolph 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order and Mr. Cassada gave the invocation. Chairman Ingram offered his thanks to the park staff for conducting a tour of Mulberry Hill prior to the meeting. Guests were introduced and included Kathy Holm, Teresa Hall and John Womack. Ms. Adams called the roll for Secretary Cynthia Gregg. (Ms. Gregg and Mrs. Hamlett were involved in the Environmental Field School which was taking place across the park at the Clover Center.) 
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  No items were added.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  The April Minutes were approved as mailed. (Park, Hagenau.)

In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  The mailed report was approved. (Hampton, Swinson.)

In Re: Reports from Supporting Agencies. Ms. Adams reported on several upcoming dates on behalf of Ms. Gregg. Mr. Cassada reported that a workshop on conservation easements was being planned by Halifax County. Details will be forthcoming.
In Re: Spring VARCDC Meeting. Chairman Ingram reported that the meeting went well. Mr. Wimbish spoke about the tour on alternative farming. He also attended the Awards Banquet and accepted an award on behalf of the chairman for Outstanding Project for 2004 (Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail Opening) and Mrs. Adams received an award for Outstanding Performance by a Staff Member. Next year’s meeting will be hosted by the Eastern Shore RC&D Council.
In Re: National Civil Rights Review. The review was conducted in May in the Charlotte Court House Field Office. Chairman Ingram participated along with NRCS and district personnel. 
In Re: National RC&D Budget Update. NARCDC President Sharon Ruggi attended the spring meeting in Petersburg and reported the House of Representatives had passed the RC&D budget at near level funding, but the Senate had not voted.
In Re: Project Updates. DVD Premiere Event – An event is planned for July 14, 2005, at The People’s Community Center in Victoria, one of the sites on the Heritage Trail. Dr. Belle Wheelan will be the keynote speaker. Invitations are being mailed.

According to Mr. Roberts, the paperwork for hiring a historian is almost complete. He has a meeting scheduled with Mr. Chenault from VDOT about the remaining funds in the Heritage Trail and Wilson/Kautz grants.

High Bridge Rail/Trail - Mr. Roberts said that he had obtained permission from the Department of Forestry to use the remaining grant funds (($3500) from the Rails/Trails workshop to plan a trip to the Virginia Creeper and New River trails. A committee would be formed in July to plan the trip.
Farm Safety Day Program – Thank you letters to donors will be sent soon. The council discussed expanding the program for next year if possible and suggested that Cynthia Gregg be asked to coordinate the program in the southern counties.
In Re: Completed Projects.  Motion was made by Ms. Swinson, seconded by Mr. Park and carried to report the Rail/Trail Workshop project, #134 as completed. 

Motion was made by Ms. Swinson, seconded by Mr. Wimbish and carried to report the CRIEHT project, #82B as completed.

Motion was made by Ms. Swinson, seconded by Mr. Park and carried to report the Friends of the Appomattox River, #077 as completed.
Motion was made by Mr. Park, seconded by Ms. Swinson and carried to cancel the Water Quality Study project, #126.
Motion was made by Ms. Hampton, seconded by Ms. Swinson and carried to report Wood For Schools project, #109 as completed.
In Re: New Project. Motion was made by Ms. Swinson, seconded by Mr. Wimbish and carried to adopt the DVD Premiere Event, # 139 as a new project. The chairman encouraged council members to attend.
In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Handouts on the Sarbones-Oxley Act were distributed.  

Mr. Roberts stated that he was in possession of a new Memorandum of Understanding with the districts comprising the EFS in the southern counties (Lake Country, Halifax, Southside) outlining the new responsibilities. ODRCD’s role will be as fiscal officer only. Chairman Ingram’s signature is needed on the MOU.

The Southeastern Association of RC&D Councils will hold a meeting in September in Orlando, Florida. Ms. Swinson will be attending as the new state association chair. Chairman Ingram said he may be able to attend.

Mr. Roberts distributed an evaluation form to members of the Executive Committee. The form is to obtain input on the performance of the coordinator during the past year and will be used by NRCS. Chairman Ingram asked that the forms be returned to him at the August council meeting.
Mr. Roberts said that a grant was being prepared for the Phenix Ball Field, but the grant for Alberta was unsuccessful. Mr. Roberts congratulated Ms. Swinson on being the VARCDC State Chair. He further stated that success stories were needed to raise national awareness of RC&D.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. Lunching with the EFS students at the Clover Center was encouraged.
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, June 20, 2005

Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County 



Sue Adams, NRCS

Sherry Swinson, Cumberland County



Dave Roberts, NRCS 



Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County



John Womack, NRCS
George Ingram, Lunenburg County 



Kathy Holm, Shenandoah RC&D
Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD



Teresa Hall
Baxter Wilson, Halifax SWCD





David Harris, Peter Francisco SWCD


EFS Attendance:


Gary Dillard, Piedmont SWCD



Julie Hamlett, Southside SWCD

Todd Fortune, Piedmont PDC



Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD

Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County
Billy Park, Southside PDC






Council Member/Alternate Absent:



Vacant/Phillip Vannoorbeeck, Amelia Co. 

 

Robert Conner/Gerald Vincent, Brunswick County 



Stephanie Heintzleman, Charlotte County

Wayne Carter/Jim Jennings, Mecklenburg County

Ronnie Roark/John Prosise, Nottoway County

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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