Old Dominion RC&D Executive Council Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2005
Mimmo’s Restaurant, Charlotte CH, 11 AM
Present: George Ingram, Billy Park, Carlyle Wimbish, Cynthia Gregg, Stephanie Heintzleman, Kenneth Cassada, Sue Adams and Dave Roberts.

Chairman George Ingram called to order the special meeting of the Executive Council and gave the invocation. He stated that the meeting was being held because the February council meeting was canceled due to inclement weather. Chairman Ingram offered his thanks to the outgoing chairman, Billy Park, and he pledged to uphold the office of chairman and serve the council to the utmost of his ability.
In Re: Appointment of Member-At Large to the Executive Council. Chairman Ingram asked Kenneth Cassada to serve in this capacity to which Mr. Cassada agreed.

In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  No items were added.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  The December 2004 Minutes were approved as mailed. (Park, Wimbish.)

In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  The mailed report and update were approved. (Gregg, Cassada.)

In Re: Meeting Dates for 2005. The dates as listed on the agenda were 4/18, 6/20, 8/15, 10/17, 12/19. Ms. Gregg motioned that the council meet at the Clover Center in June in order to observe the Environmental Field School. Motion carried. (Gregg, Cassada.) Chairman Ingram set the time for the meeting at 10 AM until 11:30 AM.
In Re: National RC&D Update. Chairman Ingram addressed the President’s budget for 2006 which calls for the elimination of 189 councils nationwide, two of which are in Virginia. He encouraged council members to contact their legislators, whether by fax, personal letters, email, phone calls or visits, to let them know how much good RC&D is doing and encourage their support in keeping RC&D from being cut. Chairman Ingram said he had made some contacts and had gotten favorable responses from those to whom he had talked.

In Re: Legislative Forum Update. Chairman Ingram said he had participated in a teleconference with some of the people who attended the Forum. They reported they were pleased with the visits they made while in Washington. Ms. Heintzleman concurred.
In Re: VARCDC Delegate.  Sherry Swinson was appointed as the 05-06 delegate. The named alternate (Susie Hampton) did not change.
In Re: Spring VARCDC Meeting in Petersburg.  Several brochures and information sheets were circulated pertaining to the meeting.
In Re: Who Will Attend VARCDC Meeting?  Those expressing a desire to attend were Chairman Ingram and Vice-Chair Wimbish. Ms. Heintzleman stated that she was unsure at this time, and Mr. Cassada said he would attend if Ms. Heintzleman could not. Chairman Ingram stated that Ms. Swinson would most likely be attending. Members asked Mr. Roberts to check on rates for spouses to attend certain parts of the meeting.
In Re: DVD Premier. An event to premier the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail DVD was discussed. Consensus was reached to hold an event, possibly in May, to showcase the DVD and to symbolically hand off the project to Virginia’s Retreat. Guests should include key personnel at schools and members of the tourism industry. Chairman Ingram appointed a Premier Planning Committee of Sarah Puckett, Stephanie Heintzleman, Sherry Swinson and Cynthia Gregg. The committee was instructed to present their plans at the April 18, 2005, council meeting.
In Re: Insurance Questionnaire. The group collectively answered the questionnaire and asked Mrs. Adams to return the form to Keith Boyd for use in planning the VARCDC training session.
In Re: Project Updates. Rails/Trails – A general discussion was held.
Recreational Projects - Mr. Roberts stated that he had assisted the Town of Alberta and Buckingham Department of Recreation with grant applications and was scheduled to meet with a group from Chase City this week. 

Farm Safety Program – Mr. Roberts said the event was going to be held April 2, 2005, in Farmville. The event coordinator, Pat Murphy, has opened enrollment up to Amelia and Nottoway counties now. Mr. Roberts said he hoped ODRCD would sponsor a second program next year for the southern counties in the RC&D area and he hoped that Extension and SWCDs would be partners.

In Re: Coordinator’s Report.  Mr. Roberts said that it would be helpful to him if the council would establish written policy on financial and grant related matters. Chairman Ingram instructed Mr. Roberts to get guidance from other coordinators and bring information (sample policies) to the April council meeting. Mr. Roberts spoke about his training in Arizona, his participation in an area Envirothon, upcoming national NRCS Civil Rights Review and Cultural Diversity Day. He stated that the Dixie Youth of Phenix wanted assistance in finding grant funds. Chairman Ingram instructed Mr. Roberts to invite them to a meeting if there is a connection to Charlotte County Public Schools (CCPS) and advise them that a representative from CCPS be in attendance with them to corroborate the partnership and plans.
In Re: Other. Chairman Ingram presented a gift basket to former chairman, Billy Park, in recognition of his two years of service to the RC&D Council.
Motion was carried that lunches for the six council members attending the special session would be paid for using Council funds. (Wimbish, Heintzleman.)
With no further business, the meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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