 Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
December 18, 2006 
Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. Guests were introduced and welcomed. (See attendance at the end of these minutes.) Cynthia Gregg called the roll.
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  No additions were made. 
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  Minutes of the October 16, 2006, meeting were approved. (Gregg, Cassada.)
In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  Report was approved as mailed. (Cassada, Park.)
In Re: Financial Audit. Auditor report was approved. (Hampton, Hamlett.)
In Re: Annual Plan of Operations for 2007. Dave Roberts distributed an updated version of the APO. Motion carried to approve the plan. (Gregg, Hamlett.)
In Re: Review Draft Annual Report. Mr. Roberts distributed the draft report. He was instructed to add an article concerning Sue Adams’ national award before final printing.
In Re: Awards Nominations. Billy Park reported that a committee (E. Morris, K. Cassada, B. Park) met with Mr. Roberts and selected the following as nominees for the VARCDC Awards Program: Outstanding Council Member – Stephanie Heinztleman; Hall of Fame – Sherry Swinson; Outstanding Support from an Organization – Virginia’s Retreat. After a discussion about the change to the criteria concerning the Youth Involvement Award, the council decided to nominate the Farm Safety Camps in that category.
In Re: Election of Officers. Ronnie Roark reported that the Nominating Committee recommended the following slate of officers for 2007: Chairman – Carlyle Wimbish; Vice Chair – Eugene Morris; Secretary – Cynthia Gregg; Treasurer – Susan Adams. Motion carried to elect the officers as slated by the Nominating Committee. (Roark, Hampton.)
In Re: VARCDC Annual Fall Meeting. Chairman Ingram reported that he, Mr. Cassada, and Ms. Swinson had attended the meeting held in Charlottesville. He said the Association would hold an election of new officers and bylaw changes via mailed ballots. He reported that several good presentations were made. 
In Re: SE RC&DC 2008 Meeting Updates. Mr. Roberts mentioned several items – openings on committees that are planning the meeting; bid packages being prepared for lodging; VARCDC will prepare “goodie bags” for the 2007 conference in NC.
In Re: VASWCD Meeting Update. Mr. Cassada reported that a highlight of the meeting held in Roanoke was having Congressman Goode attend and receive honors as the Legislator of the Year. Congressman Goode’s Legislative Aide Sarah Terry offered thanks to the Council on behalf of Mr. Goode.
In Re: RC&D Forester’s Update. Anna Cahoon reported that she was assisting five of Virginia’s RC&D councils. She said she would like to create a Forestry Committee for the council and asked members to contact her to sign up. She plans to meet with Mr. Roberts and Regional Forester Greg Winston in January. She made DOF calendars available to anyone interested. She said she will be assisting with the ALIVE by the James project. She said she has information on a Conservation Strategy Short Course which has just come out from VA Tech that would relate to PDR and Land Protection. She would be trained in January and February on putting on the workshop and it would be available to councils after that. She said she would be involving the new Extension forester in RC&D work and bring him to a future meeting.
Mr. Buschmann added that Jamestown Oaks featured on the cover of the DOF calendar were available as seedlings from DOF.

In Re: ALIVE by the James. Sherry Ragland made a presentation and shared the display that had been developed (with assistance from VA Tech) to promote the project. She handed out brochures and schedules and informed the council of activities that would be a part of this innovative new camp that will take place July 30-August 4, 2007 at James River State Park. Participation will be directed toward 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade students throughout Virginia to attend the week-long overnight camp to learn more about watersheds and how actions within one watershed can affect other watersheds. She asked council members to help spread the word about the camp and said the application and specific information could be found on OD’s website at www.olddominionrcd.org.  
In Re: Project Updates. 
Ag Safety Camp –  Halifax Ag Safety Camp, new project #149 was adopted by the council. (Cassada, Gregg.)
Phenix Dixie Youth – Mr. Roberts reported that the director of Baseball Tomorrow Fund had made a site visit in response to the latest grant application. She suggested that the application be amended to include grass seeding, an addition of over $6,000. A decision should be made in January.  
Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail – Mr. Roberts reported that the historian’s contract has not been signed. Senator Frank Ruff commented on the tourism industry in the region and expansion of the area considered for Virginia tourism purposes as “Southern Virginia.”
Litter Summit – No action has been taken. Cynthia Gregg expressed her desire to join the planning committee.
Sports Hall of Fame – Mr. Wimbish provided an update. In addition to getting a guarantee on a #31 car from Jeff Burton’s team, it is likely that a #22 car like the one driven by Ward Burton when he won the Daytona 500 will be donated as well. 
Land Protection Project – Mr. Roberts reported that a grant had been awarded to the VARCDC by the National Park Service and would be used to sponsor presentations on Purchasing Development Rights (PDR) in each RC&D area.

In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Mr. Roberts said he had been busy with year-end reporting and his RC&D Team Leader duties. He said he had attended a bio-fuels workshop hosted by South Centré Corridors RC&D where he learned about the possibility of hosting farm demonstrations in this area on the subject. 

He said that Keith Boyd had left his coordinator’s position and taken a new job as NRCS assistant state conservationist for field operations in Smithfield, and Denise Doetzer, state conservationist, had announced her retirement. 
In Re: Other. Mr. Buschmann offered comments on the power plant construction in Buckingham County and the successful planting and hand pollinating of American Chestnuts in Nelson County.
Todd Fortune informed the council that Commonwealth Regional Council had moved its office to a new location at One Mill Street in Farmville. He said that due to job realignments at CRC, he would be responsible for projects in Buckingham, Cumberland and Amelia counties while Andre Gilliam would be responsible for projects in Prince Edward, Lunenburg and Charlotte counties.
The meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, December 18, 2006

David Whitaker, Amelia County


Guests/Visitors:
Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County


John Buschmann (former council member)

Susan Adams, Charlotte County 


Joe Satterfield (former council member)
Elbert Womack, Cumberland County


William Fitzgerald (Chairman, Halifax County 
Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County 



Board of Supervisors)



George Ingram, Lunenburg County


The Honorable Frank Ruff, VA Senate
Ronnie Roark, Nottoway County


Sarah Terry (Aide to Congressman Goode)

Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County

Raymond Cocke, NRCS
Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD


Dennis Jones, NRCS
Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD


Martha Powers, NRCS


Sherry Ragland/Kelly Jones, Peter Francisco SWCD



Gary Dillard, Piedmont SWCD






Julie Hamlett, Southside SWCD

Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council

Billy Park, Southside PDC

Anna Cahoon, RCD/DOF Forester

Dave Roberts, NRCS

Sue Adams, NRCS

Council Member/Alternate Absent:



Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County

Wayne Carter, Mecklenburg County

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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