Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
December 19, 2005     
Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order. Baxter Wilson gave the invocation. New member representing Amelia County, David Keener, was welcomed along with all guests and visitors. See attendance at the end of these minutes. 
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  Former council member John Buschmann asked for time on the agenda and was placed near the project updates.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  Minutes of the October 17, 2005, meeting were approved. (Heintzleman, Wilson.)
In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  Report was approved as mailed. (Heintzleman, Gregg.)
In Re: Reports from Supporting Agencies. Ms. Gregg mentioned some upcoming events that included a flue-cured meeting, pork industry conference and pesticides licensing.
In Re: Adopt Heartland Partnership Sign as Project #143. Project previously endorsed by the Executive Committee was explained by Mrs. Heintzleman. Dominion Virginia Power will make a donation toward a sign for placement at the new industrial park. RC&D will be the receiving agent for the donation. Motion to adopt was carried. (Heintzleman, Hampton.)
In Re: Approve Plan of Work for FY 2006. Motion carried to approve as mailed. (Hampton, Wimbish.)
In Re: Results of Annual Audit. The financial bookkeeping was found to be in good condition. Copies of the Financial Statements were circulated. Motion carried to accept the report. (Swinson, Gregg.)
In Re: Donation from Altria. Mrs. Heintzleman explained that a $5000 donation was received from Altria for the Civil Rights In Education Heritage Trail. 
In Re: VARCDC Items. No items were discussed.
In Re: VARCDC Awards. Mr. Wimbish said he was serving as chairman of the state Awards Committee. His committee convened several times and developed guidelines for the judges. Since he was the state chairman, Mr. Wimbish felt he should not be the council’s Awards Committee chair. 

Motion was carried for Cynthia Gregg to work with the office staff on ODRCD’s awards’ nominations. (Swinson, Heintzleman.)
In Re: Legislative Forum. Motion carried that ODRCD would not send a representative to the Forum since personal contacts could be made locally. (Heintzleman, Swinson.)
In Re: Insurance Quotes. Mr. Roberts reported that he had been shopping for D&O insurance quotes as directed. He had obtained one from Beehive, a company that many RC&D areas were using nationally. Motion was carried to accept the verbal quote of $650/year from Beehive with a stipulation that the final amount not exceed this amount by more than 10%. (Carter, Wimbish.)
In Re: Circle of Diamonds.  Mr. Roberts explained that a fee is no longer required for participation in this national program. Motion was carried to submit an application for membership. (Swinson, Heintzleman.)
In Re: Edmunds Park Wetlands. Mr. Wimbish presented the idea of supporting a wetlands at Edmunds Park in Halifax County that could be used for demonstrations and youth education purposes. The council will work with Halifax County, Halifax SWCD, NRCS and the Ward Burton Foundation to establish the wetlands. Motion was carried to adopt this as a new project, #144. (Wimbish, Heintzleman.)
In Re: Comments from Mr. Buschmann. Mr. Buschmann thanked the Council for inviting him to attend the meeting and spoke briefly on the valuable aspects of living in a rural area.
In Re: Project Updates. Mr. Roberts said that he planned to invite the historian for the Education Trail to the February meeting to give a report. Mr. Roberts said he had contacted the Trash Coordinator for Virginia Highways and will most likely set up a workshop once this person becomes acclimated with their new job. No news from the Phenix Dixie Youth application to the Baseball Tomorrow Fund. The remaining funds in the Urban and Community Forest Grant will be spent on marketing the rails/trails initiative in Southside Virginia. Equipment is being installed at the Chase City park. The Council will sponsor a second farm safety camp in the southern portion of the region with Cynthia Gregg as the project manager.
In Re: Nominations Committee Report. Slate of officers for the upcoming year were presented by Cynthia Gregg as follows: Chairman, George Ingram; Vice Chair, Carlyle Wimbish; Secretary, Cynthia Gregg; Treasurer, Stephanie Heintzleman. Motion carried to close the nominations. (Park, Carter.) Motion to accept the slate carried. (Hampton, Park.)
In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Mr. Roberts said the RC&D forester in Wytheville has taken a new position and a replacement is being sought. Mr. Roberts said he had attended a Small Farmer Initiative workshop and asked the council to direct small farmers to NRCS. He gave the criteria for being a small farmer as farming less than 181 acres with less than 100 acres in farmland or pastureland and having a gross income of less than $50,000. Signups will be taken until January 13, 2006.
Mr. Roberts spoke about arranging a workshop in cooperation with South Centré Corridors RC&D on the production of biodiesel. Motion was carried to coordinate a workshop on biodiesel, Project #145. (Park, Swinson.)
The council discussed having youth attend council meetings. No action was taken.
In Re: Other. Area Conservationist Noah Mullins offered words of encouragement to the Council.

Motion carried that the holiday lunch would be paid from council funds. (Gregg, Swinson.)

The meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, December 19, 2005

David Keener, Amelia County

Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County

Stephanie Heintzleman, Charlotte County

Sherry Swinson, Cumberland County

Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County
George Ingram, Lunenburg County
Wayne Carter, Mecklenburg County

Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County
Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD



 
Baxter Wilson, Halifax SWCD






Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD

Gary Dillard, Piedmont SWCD


Billy Park, Southside PDC

Andre Gilliam, Commonwealth Regional Council

Dave Roberts, NRCS

Sue Adams, NRCS

Noah Mullins, NRCS

Dennis Jones, NRCS

Raymond Cocke, NRCS

John Buschmann, Guest

Council Member/Alternate Absent:



Dorothy Thomas, Brunswick County

Ronnie Roark/John Prosise, Nottoway County

Sherry Ragland, Peter Francisco SWCD






Eugene Morris/Julie Hamlett, Southside SWCD

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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