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Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2010 
Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville 
Vice Chairman Susie Hampton called the meeting to order.  Bobby Hall gave the invocation.

Patrick Murphy, newly appointed RC&D Forester from the VA Dept of Forestry, was welcomed, and   Council members present introduced themselves.  (See attendance at the end of these minutes.)  
There were two additions to the agenda: 1) RC&D display for annual VA SWCD meeting, added after #13 VARCDC Fall Meeting (D. Ball); 2) Awards, added after item #1 above (C. Wimbish). There was one change to the agenda:  #11 Nominations Committee - Report will be given by D. Whitaker.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  
Minutes of the August 16, 2010 council meeting were approved. (Mull, Whitaker)
In Re: Approval of Executive Committee Minutes.  

Minutes of the September 27, 2010 Executive Committee meeting were approved. (Wimbish, Hall)

In Re: Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report.  
The Treasurer’s report was accepted to be filed for audit. (Ball, Hall)  
In Re: Reports from Cooperating Partners.  
No Partners present.  
In Re: Coordinator’s Report.
D. Roberts reviewed the report with the council.  (See report on file for details.)
 In Re:  RC&D Forester. 
Patrick Murphy introduced himself and gave the council a brief history on his work with the Department of Forestry (DOF).  He talked about the USDA/NRCS grant to DOF whereby he would devote 25% of his work time to RC&D for the next 3 years. Other RC&D foresters are Dave Richert at Wytheville and Joe Lehnen at Shenandoah (50% to RC&D).  Following his meeting with D. Roberts, plans are under way to revive the RC&D Forestry Committee and promote the council.  Mr. Murphy is located in the Farmville DOF office Monday through Thursday 7:00 – 5:30 (4 day work week) and at (434) 392-4182.
In Re: Nominations Committee.

David Whitaker reported that the following slate of candidates for officer positions was being proposed for FY 2011:

Chairman – Susie Hampton

Vice Chairman – Mike Cooper

Secretary – Gina Mull

Treasurer – Susan Adams

Member-At-Large – Carlyle Wimbish

A motion was made to accept the slate of officers as presented and elect them to the positions; motion carried. (Arnason, Ball)

In Re: Southeast Region RC&D Conference.  

D. Roberts reported that he and Susan Adams attended the conference held from 9/22 to 9/25.  The conference was well attended with over 400 present.  He and Ms. Adams gave a success story presentation on Eco Kid’s Kollege which was well received, generating lots of questions and interest.  VARCDC was well represented at the conference; out of 25 success stories, 7 were from Virginia councils. D. Roberts took a schooner tour of the island which was very interesting.  S. Adams went on a tour of the Hurricane Katrina damage/recovery in the 9th ward of New Orleans. It was a very good tour, highlighting NRCS’s role in the recovery effort, and the NRCS State Conservationists from LA and MS were both present.

S. Adams also reported on the business meeting portion of the conference.  Southeast Regional RC&D Association dues will remain at $150, with no increase for 2011.  The National Association is encouraging all RC&D councils to attain Level 2 certification in the Circle of Diamonds.  One criterion requires changing auditors every 2 years; the Southeast Association amended the recommendation to every 5 years.  The same auditor can be re-selected after going through a formal bidding process. IRS Form 990 may be completed by a “qualified person” who does not need to be an auditor.  The next SE Regional meeting is scheduled for September 7 – 9, 2011 in Florence, Alabama.  The next National RC&D conference is set for September 8 - 15, 2012 in Madison, Wisconsin.
In Re:  VARCDC Fall Meeting

D. Roberts reported that the fall meeting will be held on November 18 in Charlottesville.  It will be a one-day business meeting and each council has up to 3 votes.  The cost is $20/person.  A motion was made to send up to 4 people to the meeting– S. Adams, S. Hampton, C. Wimbish and E. Morris; motion carried. (Arnason, Roark)
In Re:  Annual SWCD State meeting
D. Ball reported that the VA Association of SWCD’s annual meeting has been scheduled for December 5-7 in Roanoke.  Partner agencies and conservation companies attend the meeting and may set up displays and exhibits.  They are looking for exhibits and Mr. Ball suggested that RC&D take a display/exhibit to promote the RC&D program.  There is an exhibitor’s fee, and he will look into the cost.  D. Roberts asked whether the display should be exhibited by Old Dominion RC&D or by VARCDC.  He added that Jane Lassiter, RC&D coordinator team leader, will be attending the meeting. Mr. Roberts is the advisor to the VARCDC Public Affairs committee and feels they should be the ones to address it.  He will call the chair of that committee this week.  He suggested that the Executive Committee meet after the November 18th Association meeting, and make a decision if VARCDC decides not to take an exhibit.  Following discussion, it was agreed that D. Roberts will work with the VARCDC Public Affairs committee and VARCDC regarding the RC&D display.
In Re: Awards.

C. Wimbish reported that he had served for several years as chair of the VARCDC Awards Committee,   and feels that the council has not been putting in as many nominations for awards as we could have in the past.  The December Council meeting has usually been the first and only time this issue was addressed.  He would like to encourage the Old Dominion RC&D Council Awards Committee to take action and submit more nominations for awards so that Old Dominion gets the recognition it deserves.   
In Re: Completed Projects
# 179 – Community Biomass Project Presentation (Cooper, Ball)
In Re: New Project: Community Biomass Project Workshop
D. Roberts reported on discussions at the Executive Committee meeting and a subsequent discussion he had with Brian Becker of PPV regarding the Community Biomass Project. The Executive Committee determined that the Council should not participate in site selection. Questions were raised about where workshops will be held; this has not yet been determined.  S. Hampton reported that the Executive Committee recommended that the council approve this as a project, and that RC&D’s role in the project will be to set up and co-host informational workshops.  A motion was made to approve Community Biomass Project Workshop as a project; motion carried. (Ball, Arnason)   
In Re: Project Updates.
Halifax Sports Hall of Fame: C. Wimbish reported that the temporary museum will be opening soon.  Painting has been completed, display cases have been installed, and sports memorabilia are now being put into the cases.  On October 20, there will be a presentation at the museum of a grant check from Century Link to cover one year of telephone service. 
Recycling Education:  S. Adams mentioned that the success story presentation on Eco Kids’ Kollege that she and Dave Roberts gave at the SE Association of RC&D Councils conference was well received.  D. Roberts added that he spoke to David Worley from Rural Development about funding for a recycling coordinator position.  
Heartland Horse Heroes:  D. Roberts reported that the barn dance benefit scheduled for October 16 had to be cancelled due to conflicts with many other events being held on the same date.  He added that the grant application submitted through Rural Development was put on hold due to lack of funding for 2010, but it was in line for funding in 2011.
Ellis Acres Memorial Park:  D. Ball reported that work was progressing on the building renovations.    D. Roberts reported that the application for the Rural Development grant was on hold due to lack of funding. 
Longwood University Sustainable Alternative Energy:  S. Hampton had no new information to report. 
The Dike at Randolph:  No report. 
Beekeepers Education and Start-up:  D. Roberts reported that a mini-grant application for funding for the workshop submitted to Virginia Environmental Endowment had been turned down, and the project is currently on hold. 
PE County Youth Soccer Field: D. Roberts reported that he is trying to schedule a meeting with representatives of the US Soccer Foundation to submit a grant application. 

Ag Safety Day – Five Counties:  C. Arnason reported that Ag Safety Day was held on Saturday, October 16th at the Five County Fairgrounds and was a success.  There were 74 attendees, 40% of which were from Nottoway County.  
Ag Safety Day – Halifax Schools:  C. Wimbish reported that Ag Safety Day, held on September 10 at Edmunds Park in South Boston, was a huge success.  There were 89 students plus several teachers and numerous volunteers, including several from Travelers Protective Association which he represents. The presenters and volunteers received thank-you letters written by the students who attended.
Ellis Acres Nature Trail – D. Roberts reported that the grant application to Virginia Environmental Endowment for funding for trail signage had been turned down, and he is still searching for funding.
Council Outreach Effort – G. Mull reported that the first outreach event in commemoration of National RC&D Week was held at Ag Safety Day in Halifax on September 10, with the display of council projects (featuring photos from slide show) and informational handouts.  The recognition luncheon to be held immediately following today’s council meeting, honoring present and past council members, is the second outreach event.
Prince Edward Cannery Open House – S. Hampton reported that the Prince Edward Cannery Open House had been approved as a new project at the Executive Committee meeting.  She talked about the newly completed upgrades to the cannery and encouraged all to attend the open house scheduled for October 19 in Farmville.
In Re: Other Business.

S. Hampton announced that the date for the December council meeting had been changed to December 13th by vote of the Executive Committee.

M. Cooper announced that there will be a conference on the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail hosted by Virginia’s Retreat and the Robert Russa Moton Museum at the Prizery in South Boston on October 21.
D. Ball reported that he had been reappointed for another term on the council representing the Peter Francisco SWCD.
Ray Dorsett, NRCS/Assistant State Conservationist, reported that the government was operating on a continuing resolution since October 1.  There is currently no information available on the President’s budget allocations for the RC&D, and he encourages all council members to send letters to their elected representatives urging them to support funding for the RC&D program. 

Mr. Dorsett also mentioned that two additional part-time foresters have been assigned to RC&D in Virginia.  Old Dominion RC&D has the potential for some forestry projects, developing markets for high-end return in the forestry area.

The meeting was adjourned. (Arnason, Ball)

Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________

Michael P. Cooper, Secretary
Meeting Attendance

August 16, 2010

 Council Members and Staff:



 Guests: 

David Ball, Peter Francisco SWCD



Patrick Murphy, DOF 
Bobby Hall, Halifax SWCD 




Ray Dorsett, Asst. State Cons.-Operations  

Carlyle R. Wimbish, Jr., Halifax County


Rodney Lewis


 

Randy Slayton, Lunenburg County



George Ingram
Gina Mull, Mecklenburg County



Dee Ingram
Charles Arnason, Piedmont SWCD



Baxter Wilson
David Whitaker, Amelia County



Katherine Wilson




Eugene Morris, Southside SWCD



Winnie Morris





Ronnie Roark, Nottoway County

Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County 

Michael Cooper, Cumberland County

Susan Adams, Charlotte County

Dave Roberts, NRCS
Mary K. Whitmer, RC&D

Council Member/Alternate Absent:
Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County 
Rebecca Carter, Buckingham County

Cynthia Gregg/Herbert Ramsey, Lake Country SWCD

Andre Gilliam/Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council

Billy Park/Jim Jennings, Southside PDC
The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Coordinator’s Activity Report 
October 17-Dec 13, 2010

 Dave Roberts 
Old Dominion RC&D Responsibilities

Projects
1. Farmville/Prince Edward Cannery Open House

2. Longwood Alternative Energy – Researched RD grant

3. Heartland Horse Heroes – Board Capacity Development 

Administrative
1. Commonwealth Regional Council Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2. Annual Report
3. Organized Office and Computer Files

VA and SE Associations of RC&D Councils Responsibilities
1. Prepared Public Relations Committee Report

2. Attended VARCDC Fall meeting in Charlottesville

NRCS Responsibilities - Coordinator’s Duties

1. Annual Performance Review   

Note: 
I have accepted the Grazing Lands Specialist Position for New York State.       


My starting date will be January 3, 2011. 
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