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Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2010 
Heartland Business Park, Keysville 
Chairman Eugene Morris called the meeting to order.  Bobby Hall gave the invocation.

Guests were welcomed.  Mary K. Whitmer passed out an attendance sheet.  (See attendance at the end of these minutes.)  
There were no additions to the agenda. 
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  
Minutes of the June 21, 2010 council meeting were approved. (Park, Ball)
In Re: Approval of Executive Committee Minutes.  

Minutes of the July 26, 2010 Executive Committee meeting were approved. (Wimbish, Ball)

In Re: Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report.  
The Treasurer’s report was accepted to be filed for audit. (Hampton, Roark)  
In Re:  Presentation on Biomass Energy.  Chairman Morris introduced Curt Gleeson and Brian Becker from Public Policy Virginia, who gave a presentation to the council on the Community Biomass Business Plan for consideration as a potential RC&D project.  The goal of the project, which is being funded by Tobacco Commission money, is to construct a small scale facility in Southside VA to generate power from biomass.  The role of RC&D would be to help setup and co-host informational workshops for community leaders, public officials and managers from private industry in the spring of 2011.      
In Re: Reports from Cooperating Partners.  
Dennis Jones, DC/Farmville SC, reported that they are currently working on contracts for EQIP and other USDA programs, installing practices in the field.  Piedmont SWCD recently hired a TMDL specialist.  Katie Martin is the new wildlife biologist located at the Farmville office. Halifax, Charlotte, Amelia and Pittsylvania counties are all targeted areas in the wildlife program.  Julie Hawkins, ASTC- Farmville AO, will be going on leave soon and John Nicholson will be serving as acting ASTC until November.
David Harris, DC/Buckingham SC, reported that they are wrapping up 2010 contracts, getting practices implemented.  They are also working on proposals for the 27 producers interested in 2011 programs.  Buckingham County soils were officially up on the NRCS Soil Survey website effective 8/12/10.  

Brian Loadholt, DC/Amelia SC, reported that signups are ongoing for next year’s programs.  General CRP signup is currently going on in FSA.  New environmental evaluations are now required for conservation plans.  Amelia County has submitted a letter for disaster relief due to the ongoing drought.

Raymond Cocke, DC/Halifax, reported that they are having success with putting together easement applications in WRP and Grassland Reserve Program. They have three contracts in CSP and continue to work on EQIP and WHIP.  The Quail Initiative has been well received according to the first report.
In Re: Coordinator’s Report (See report on file for details).
D. Roberts reviewed the report with the council.  He added that the Heartland Horse Heroes RD grant was scheduled to be signed on 8/13/10.  

There was a discussion about the Community Biomass Project presentation delivered earlier in the meeting; specifically, whether the council should approve it as a project, what the scope of the project would be, and to what extent RC&D would be involved.  M. Cooper also suggested that today’s activity (the presentation to the council) be counted as a project itself.  A motion was made to accept the presentation made at today’s council meeting as a project from an education/outreach standpoint; motion carried.  (Cooper, Ball)  
A second motion was made whereby the council agrees to accept the Community Biomass Project provisionally as a project, and for the Executive Committee to review and better define the parameters at the September Executive Committee meeting, and report back to the Council with its recommendation at the October council meeting; motion carried. (Ball, Adams)  

Todd Fortune spoke briefly about the Hazard Identification and Assessment Workshop held on August 13.

 In Re:  FY 2011 Annual Plan Draft. 
Bobby Hall reported that the committee met on 7/22, reviewed the draft plan, made a few changes and submitted it to the Executive Committee on 7/26.  The Executive Committee reviewed the plan and made some revisions.  The final plan is due to the State Office by 9/30.  

D. Roberts explained the APO format (which is a NRCS requirement) and how it ties in to the 5-Year Area Plan and NRCS Strategic Plan.  He reviewed the portion of the Annual Plan that is new (potential project investigations) and added that there will probably be further changes made, based on information to be obtained at the Coordinators’ Meeting scheduled for 8/17 – 8/20.
Chairman Morris asked MK Whitmer to email the latest draft of the plan to all council members, and requested that they review the plan and send any questions or comments to the RC&D office by the end of August.  A motion was made to submit the final draft of the FY2011 Annual Plan to the Executive Committee for approval at the September meeting; motion carried (Hall, Hampton).

In Re: National RC&D Week.  

Susan Adams reported that the National RC&D Week Committee plans to have 2 events to recognize National RC&D Week, which is the third week of September:
1) At the Agriculture Safety Day in Halifax on September 10th, we will be setting up a tent at the site and displaying the RC&D banner, a collage of photos about RC&D projects, and literature about RC&D.  We will also give out hand sanitizers with the RC&D logo in the students’ goodie bags and at the RC&D tent. 

2) Immediately following the October 18th council meeting, the council will host a “Dutch treat” luncheon at Sheldon’s restaurant to honor current council members, and to recognize and thank them with certificates for their years of service to RC&D.  We will also present resolutions of appreciation to former council members George Ingram and Baxter Wilson.   
S. Hampton recommended that alternate council members also be invited to attend.

In Re: Completed Projects
# 136 – Alberta Park (Hampton, Ball)
# 147 – Thyne Dedication (Roark, Park)

# 176 – Eco Kids’ Kollege Expanded (Ball, Adams)
In Re: Cancelled Projects

# 151 – The Woods in Your Backyard (Hall, Hampton)
# 152 – Conservation Strategies for Landowners (Park, Hall)

In Re: Project Updates.
Halifax Sports Hall of Fame: C. Wimbish reported that they are working on several grant opportunities, including a grant for the temporary museum which is to open in September.   If funding can be obtained for the temporary museum, he will propose to the council at that time that this be split off as a separate project.
Recycling Education:  S. Adams reported that Eco Kids’ Kollege was held on July 26th – 30th at Heartland Park.  RC&D partnered with Charlotte County, Southside SWCD, and VCE on the program.  The theme was backyard habitat and the program was very successful
Heartland Horse Heroes:  covered earlier by D. Roberts in coordinator’s report.

Ellis Acres Memorial Park:  D. Ball gave an update – see attached report.  D. Roberts also added that grant applications had been submitted to Rural Development and Virginia Environmental Endowment. 
Longwood University Sustainable Alternative Energy:  S. Hampton reported that the project is ongoing and she had no new information to report.  D. Roberts reported that he spoke with Kelly Martin at LU, who informed him that they are moving forward with plans for the facility to house sawdust.

The Dike at Randolph:  E. Morris reported that he had spoken with Winnie Morris and Margaret Elder, who would prepare the history, and Susan Adams, who will be completing the paperwork.  Barbara Shepard from Longwood University was away at the time of his call. 
WBWF Quail Habitat Improvement and Pollinators:  no update. 
Beekeepers Education and Start-up:  D. Roberts reported that a mini-grant application for funding for the workshop has been submitted to Virginia Environmental Endowment and no reply has been received yet. 
PE County Youth Soccer Field: D. Roberts reported that he is working on a grant application. 

Ag Safety Day – Halifax Schools:  covered earlier.

Ag Safety Day – Five Counties:  D. Roberts reported that Ag Safety Day has been set for Saturday, October 16th at the Five County Fairgrounds.  He spoke to Darla Marks, VCE/Charlotte County, who reported that things are progressing on schedule.
The meeting was adjourned. (Wimbish, Ball)

Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________

Michael P. Cooper, Secretary
Meeting Attendance

August 16, 2010

 Council Members and Staff:



 Guests: 

David Ball, Peter Francisco SWCD


            Curt Gleeson, Public Policy Virginia


Bobby Hall, Halifax SWCD 




Brian Becker, Public Policy Virginia

Carlyle R. Wimbish, Jr., Halifax County


David B. Harris, NRCS/Buckingham 

Billy Park, Southside PDC




Brian Loadholt, NRCS/Amelia

David Whitaker, Amelia County



Dennis Jones, NRCS/Farmville


Eugene Morris, Southside SWCD



Raymond Cocke, NRCS/Halifax

Ronnie Roark, Nottoway County

Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County 

Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council

Michael Cooper, Cumberland County

Susan Adams, Charlotte County

Dave Roberts, NRCS
Mary K. Whitmer, RC&D

Council Member/Alternate Absent:
Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County 
Rebecca Carter, Buckingham County

Randy Slayton, Lunenburg County
Gina Mull/Jim Jennings, Mecklenburg County

Cynthia Gregg/Herbert Ramsey, Lake Country SWCD

Charles Arnason/Deanna Fehrer, Piedmont SWCD

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Coordinator’s Activity Report 
June 22 – August 15, 2010 

 Dave Roberts  

Old Dominion RC&D Responsibilities

Projects
1. Heartland Horse Heroes – developing RD grant

2. Agriculture Safety Day Halifax (date set for September 10th) 

3. Eco Kids Kollege held July 26-30

4. Halifax Sports Hall of Fame – researched grant potential

5. Ellis Acres Memorial Park – developing RD grant

Potential Projects – Bio-mass Energy met with Curt Gleeson and Brian Becker 

Administrative
1. Worked with Budget Committee to develop draft FY2011 council budget

2. Worked with FY2011 Annual Plan of Work committee to develop draft plan

3. Worked with National RC&D Week Committee to discuss activities for RC&D Week

4. Held new Council member orientation with Ron Snead

5. Attended CRC meeting for Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment

VA Association of RC&D Councils Responsibilities
1. Attended VARC&DC Forestry Committee to develop Forestry Annual Plan of Work 

NRCS Responsibilities - Coordinator’s Duties

1. Entered council quarterly progress into NRCS data base 
2. NRCS All Employees Meeting – participated in committee teleconferences

3. Completed Defensive Driving Course

4. Developed Office FY 2011Workload Analysis

5. Prepared for Virginia Coordinators’ Meeting   

Action Items: 

1. Council Auction Item for Southeast Association of RC&D Councils meeting

2. Will be attending Virginia Coordinators’ Meeting August 17-20

Old Dominion RC&D Council

August 16, 2010 Project Updates

By David W. Ball
These are the current project updates:

· Ellis Acres Memorial Park:

1. Tennis Foundation provided tennis education grant

a. Tennis courts restored

b. Quick-Start tennis sessions started

2. Renovations on existing building nearing completion

3. NRCS Coordinator working on USDA Rural Development Grant

· Holiday Lake 4H Center: 2010
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