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Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
February 22, 2010 
Heartland Business Park, Keysville 
Chairman Eugene Morris called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.

David Ball gave the invocation. Guests were introduced and welcomed.  At roll call, council members present introduced themselves. (See attendance at the end of these minutes.)  
There were no additions to the agenda.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  
Minutes of the December 14, 2009 meeting were approved as mailed. (Park, Wimbish)
In Re: Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report.  
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as mailed to be filed for audit.  (Hampton, Ball)  
In Re: Reports from Cooperating Partners.  
Dennis Jones, DC/Farmville, spoke about extra funding available for the Chesapeake Bay Area
Initiative.  They are also currently accepting applications, getting approvals and writing contracts for
 EQIP, Conservation Stewardship Program, and WHIP. 
Martha Powers, DC/Charlotte Court House, reported on the new Hoop Houses program.
Kelly Snoddy and Sherry Ragland, Peter Francisco SWCD, reported that the SWCD’s are currently dealing with budget issues.
D. Fehrer, Piedmont SWCD, reported that the districts will be holding their Area V Spring Meeting on March 5.  She circulated an agenda and a copy of bills being introduced to the legislature.

E. Morris, Southside SWCD reported that inundation studies are currently being done on the PL566 watershed dams in the council’s area.  He also noted that if their classification status is changed, the impact could be costly.
In Re: Coordinator’s Report (report on file).
Project updates – see report on file for details.  
Other items not included in written report:

Awards:  Lorraine Cormier, secretary for Shenandoah RC&D Council, received the 2009 Program Assistant of the Year award from the National Association of RC&D Councils.  The award will be presented at the Legislative Forum on March 1.

Meetings with some of the member counties on FY 2011 budget requests are ongoing.

D. Roberts’ next surgery is scheduled for March 15; he will be on medical leave for a few weeks beginning on that date.

In Re: VARCDC 2010 Spring Meeting  

The VARCDC Spring Meeting will be held April 28 – 30, 2010 in Smithfield.  South Hampton Roads RC&D Council is hosting the meeting.  E. Morris explained that up to three delegates can vote per council, and noted that the current delegates are E. Morris, C. Wimbish Jr., and S. Adams.  A motion was made to send the following three delegates to the spring meeting:  E. Morris, C. Wimbish, and S. Adams. Following a discussion, the motion was amended to add S. Hampton as the alternate delegate.  Motion carried (Ball, Hampton).   
E.  Morris also distributed copies of proposed changes to the VARCDC Constitution and By-laws to the Executive Committee members present.  He explained that these changes will be on the agenda at the Spring Meeting, and asked Executive Committee members to review them prior to discussion at the next Executive Committee meeting.   

In Re: Old Dominion RC&D Hall of Fame Criteria.

C. Wimbish reported that a draft is in the process of being reviewed by the committee.  He will be ready to present the draft criteria to the council at the April meeting.
In Re: Project Updates.
Halifax Sports Hall of Fame: C. Wimbish reported that set-up of the temporary museum building continues, with donations of show cases received recently from local businesses.  They hope to have the temporary museum open in time for the next Sports Hall of Fame induction banquet on April 10. 
Heartland Horse Heroes:  D. Roberts reported that he will be scheduling a meeting prior to March 15 with representatives of Heartland Horse Heroes and Rural Development to discuss funding possibilities.
Ellis Acres Memorial Park:  David Ball reported that there has been a lot of activity on the project, with grant applications submitted, community involvement, and a commitment obtained from SVCC to use the building upon completion. (Report attached).
Longwood University Sustainable Alternative Energy and Longwood University Feasibility Study:  
D. Roberts reported that a consultant has been hired to do the feasibility study, and the study is expected to be completed by early April. 
The Dike at Randolph:  E. Morris reported that a second letter was sent to the attorney (trustee) for the estate, but there has been no response to date. Bobby Hall gave an update on his conversations with VDOT and the Department of Historic Resources regarding the application for the sign.  E. Morris stated that he would get back in touch with the Carwile family, and was also going to contact a Longwood University professor who he felt would be willing to assist with completing the application for the sign.
WBWF Quail Habitat Improvement and Pollinators:  Discussed earlier - see coordinator’s report.
Beekeepers Education and Start-up:  See coordinator’s report.  D. Roberts added that efforts to conduct workshops will continue, even if grant funding is not obtained.  
TMDL Ash Camp/Twitty’s Branch:  D. Roberts reported that the final public meeting was held on January 13, and that E. Morris and M. Powers were among those who attended.   
Other Business:  
VARCDC Legislative Committee:  E. Morris reported that at the last Legislative Committee teleconference, it was discussed that the President’s proposed budget does not include funding for the RC&D program.  Several RC&D councils are sending representatives to the legislative forum in Washington, DC, March 1-2 to meet with legislators and encourage them to restore funding to the RC&D program.  Since Old Dominion was not sending any representatives to the forum, Chairman Morris asked if any council members would be willing to contact our congressmen (Tom Perriello and Randy Forbes) or their representative/staff to encourage them to restore funding to the RC&D program. S. Adams and S. Hampton agreed to contact Tom Perriello; Ronnie Roark agreed to contact Randy Forbes.  D. Roberts mentioned that the council will soon receive 50 copies of the VARCDC annual report, which would be a useful document to share with legislators about the accomplishments of the RC&D program in Virginia.  E. Morris asked those contacting the legislators to include the VARCDC annual report, along with latest Old Dominion annual report, and an email or hardcopy of the letter requesting their support.
Annual Report:  MK Whitmer passed around copies of the 2009 Annual Report to all present.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  (Adams, Hall)
Respectfully submitted,
_____________________________

Michael P. Cooper, Secretary
Meeting Attendance 
February 22, 2010
 Council Members and Staff:


  Guests/Visitors:
David Ball, Peter Francisco SWCD 


Martha Powers, NRCS/Charlotte CH SC
Billy Park, Southside PDC



Sherry Ragland, Peter Francisco SWCD
David Whitaker, Amelia County


Winnie Morris, guest
Gina Mull, Mecklenburg County

Ray Dorsett, Asst State Cons.-Operations 
Michael Cooper, Cumberland County

Dennis Jones, NRCS/Farmville SC
Kelly Snoddy, Peter Francisco SWCD

Eugene Morris, Southside SWCD

Randy Slayton, Lunenburg County



Charles Arnason, Piedmont SWCD 

Deanna Fehrer, Piedmont SWCD



Susie Hampton, Prince Edward County 

Carlyle R. Wimbish, Jr., Halifax County 

Bobby Hall, Halifax SWCD 

Larry Layman, Halifax SWCD

Ronnie Roark, Nottoway County


 
Susan Adams, Charlotte County 

Dave Roberts, NRCS
Mary K. Whitmer, RC&D

Council Member/Alternate Absent:
Dorothy Thomas/Charlette Woolridge, Brunswick County 
Rebecca Carter, Buckingham County
Cynthia Gregg/Herbert Ramsey, Lake Country SWCD
Andre Gilliam/Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council 

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Coordinator’s Activity Report 
December 15, 2009 – February 22, 2010

 Dave Roberts  

Old Dominion RC&D Responsibilities

Projects

1. WBWF Quail Habitat – sent letter describing what services the council can provide to WBWF. No response to date.

2. Heartland Horse Heroes – completed grant with Coca Cola Foundation and sent to HHH, Scheduling an appt with Rural Development for potential funding

3. Beekeepers - Sent Letter of Inquiry to CS Fund and Warsh/Mott Legacy, and continued developing grant. Received a response from CS Fund and Warsh/Mott; grant request denied. 

4. Met with Rural Development to discuss potential project funding.  Determined that Heartland Horse Heroes and Ellis Acres Memorial Park are best suited for their funding.

5. Dike at Randolph – sent follow up letter to attorney (trustee); 

6. Ellis Acres Memorial Park – Arranging meeting with Rural Development for potential funding
Administrative  

1. Worked with Mary K. to prepare Old Dominion RC&D Council Annual Report

2. Drafted VARC&D Council Awards Nominations and sent to committee chair for submittal to VARC&DC

3. Preparation for Medical Leave – reviewed and coordinated with Mary K. on projects and office administration 

4. Worked with Mary K. to complete sponsor budget request for FY2011

5. Worked with Ray Dorsett to prepare council member training

VA Association of RC&D Councils Responsibilities
Public Relations Committee

1. Developing VARC&DC Annual Report

NRCS Responsibilities - Coordinator’s Duties

1. Entered council quarterly progress into NRCS data base

Medical Leave January 11 – February 8, 2010


Note:  I will be on second medical leave March 15 ~ April 9th, 2010

Old Dominion RC&D Council

February 22, 2010 Project Updates

By David W. Ball
These are the current project updates:

· Ellis Acres Memorial Park – met with Wilbert Dean, walk site, he has obtained:

1. Earth Day event – 30 to 35 participated

a. Did work and picnic

b. cleared tennis courts of debris

2. Tobacco Indemnification & Revitalization Grant for $77,000.00 Award ceremony on June 17 was well attended

a. State Senator Frank Ruff was scheduled to present but didn’t make it

b. Rep. Perriello’s staff attended

3. Save the History Grant application made for $10,000.00

a. Required to partner with schools

b. Provide positive alternative after action

4. Wal-Mart Grant for $1,000.00 was received

5. VDOT cleared debris from creek site

6. Golf fundraiser was big success

a. $100 to $500 per hole pledged

7. Tennis Foundation interested in providing tennis education grant

8. Southside Community College is committed to offering college classes when building is operational to include GED, workforce certifications & AS degrees

9. Voice of America toured the historic Rosenwald Buckingham training school

a. New Age Builders, Inc. to be prime contractor for restoration

b. VA Tech providing architectural design and consulting

10. NRCS Coordinator working on USDA Rural Development Grant

11. Volunteers:

a. Booster teams working to raise money and awareness

b. Bear Creek Academy students helped work on site & building

c. GSA Troop #816 helping with restroom restorations

12.  Other grants sought: Land & Water Grant (DCR), trails grant, tennis courts, forestry and broadband on water tower

· Holiday Lake 4H Center: 2009

1. Rep. Perriello suggested lowering expectations for earmark or assistance

2. Looking for $700,000.00 for new bathhouses

3. Nelson County VoTech constructed resident building for $25,000.00

New Projects: 2010

· Buckingham Co:

1. Hazardous Waste Recycling:

a. Household batteries, fluorescent light bulbs, TVs, computers, etc.

b. Education and information campaign about hazardous waste

2. Slate River TMDL [DCR] on list but no current commitment date

3. Farm Safety & Conservation Awareness Day – with Cumberland Co.

· Cumberland Co:

1. Chicken litter conversion to bio-fuel operation – R&D
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