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Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
     Charlotte County School Board Conference Room, CCH, VA

        November 9, 2009 

The meeting was called to order at 1:40 pm by Chairman Eugene Morris.

1. Attendance

a. Members Present: E. Morris, C. Wimbish, S. Hampton, S. Adams, G. Mull,        M. Cooper
b. Staff Present: D. Roberts
c. Absent:  M. K. Whitmer
2. Additions to the agenda

a. None
3. VARCDC Fall Meeting
a. S. Hampton recapped meeting and noted that the budget was approved

b. D. Roberts noted that there was a discussion about the NARCDC meeting in Albuquerque.  He also mentioned that Ray Dorsett provided a report, as did all councils.

c. Bill Smith requested that all councils send copies of their Vice Chair duties and responsibilities to him as the state considers changes to the duties of its Vice Chair position.

i. With consent from the committee, the chair directed M. Whitmer to send our Vice Chair information to Bill Smith.

d. E. Morris indicated that he gave his report on the September 30, 2009 Community Sustainability and Awareness Social held by OD RC&D.

e. D. Roberts informed the committee that the state council said that only 3 of the 8 Virginia councils had requested grant awards, and that the remaining councils must apply for grant funds prior to the spring meeting or the money will be returned to the general fund.  

f. D. Roberts informed the committee that the national organization is currently establishing a committee to develop criteria for defining “non performing RC&Ds”.  D. Roberts and E. Morris agreed that this will not likely affect any of Virginia’s councils.  

g. C. Wimbish noted that he requested funding in the state’s budget for a representative to the Virginia Rural Council Summit.  The VARCDC approved $500 for that position as requested.

h. E. Morris mentioned that the conference concluded with a Hot Topics session, which was an opportunity for representatives to provide comments, suggestions, feedback, etc.  Bill Smith asked that each council appoint a representative to work with the State’s ad hoc committee to further this discussion.  With consent of the committee, C. Wimbish agreed to serve in this capacity.

4. TMDL Ash Camp/Twitty’s Creek
a. D. Roberts reviewed the project status.

b. D. Roberts noted that DCR is not funding this project, and that he is responsible for facilitating meetings.

c. D. Roberts will bill his time for the hours worked on this project to NRCS, not RC&D, and there will be no expense to RC&D.

d. The Council will receive credit for assisting with this project.

e. A motion was made by C. Wimbish, seconded by S. Hampton, to approve the project

i. Discussion: S. Adams asked for clarification regarding billing the coordinator’s hours to NRCS with Old Dominion RC&D still being able to receive credit for the project.  D. Roberts indicated that this is acceptable.

ii. All committee members voted in favor of the project.  Motion carried.

f. Following the vote, D. Roberts informed the committee of the meeting schedule for this project and indicated that the council needed to provide a sponsor for the project.

i. With the consent of the committee, E. Morris was selected as the sponsor for this project.

5. Awards
a. S. Hampton indicated that she has met with the Awards Committee and that they are considering nominees.

b. S. Hampton expects the committee to report back to the full council with its nominees at the December meeting.

6. Success Story
a. D. Roberts informed the committee that the council needs to submit a success story for inclusion in the state’s annual report.  He explained the criteria and listed projects completed by the council during the last year.

b. A motion was made by S. Hampton, seconded by S. Adams, to submit the Eco Kids’ Kollege project for inclusion in the Annual Report.

i. Discussion: S. Adams noted that in addition to meeting the criteria, this project also demonstrates good partnerships.

ii. All committee members voted in favor of the submission.  Motion carried.

7. Project Updates
a. D. Roberts provided an update on the Dike at Randolph Plantation project.

i. The committee discussed concerns for access to the dike from the Depot, and particularly the safety of children.

ii. D. Roberts agreed to set up meeting with VDOT to discuss these concerns and identify solutions.  E. Morris requested that Bobby Hall be included in this meeting.

b. D. Roberts provided an update on the Longwood University Sustainable Alternative Energy project.

i. He indicated that he met with a representative from Carroll County Public Schools who is interested in viewing the project as they consider a similar facility in their locality.

c. D. Roberts provided an update on the Ward Burton Wildlife Foundation project.

i. He indicated that he has a meeting with Tom Inge on November 10 about a possible grant for the project.

d. D. Roberts provided an update on the Heartland Horse Heroes project.

i. They are currently waiting to hear back on a grant application

ii. They had a busy fall schedule and are looking to scale back as it was overwhelming.

e. C. Wimbish provided an update on the Halifax Sports Hall of Fame project.

i. He indicated that he met with Ellen Davis and other representatives of USDA Rural Development regarding the project.

ii. He indicated that the Halifax County Administrator is in support of the project and would like to work with the group on completing the facility.

iii. Susan Adams suggested that RC&D will need to work with the group to determine its role in this project.

8. Other Business
a. D. Roberts informed the committee that he has spoken with Ray Dorsett regarding his concerns for the Area Plan requirements.  R. Dorsett will be meeting with D. Roberts and E. Morris on November 24 to further discuss these concerns and determine solutions.

i. S. Adams suggested that the council review older projects on the Annual Plan to determine if they are still viable.  

b. D. Roberts indicated that he will be on an intermittent leave of absence for a total of approximately 3 months beginning in January, and that he will be providing a project status report to the Chair prior to leaving.

c. E. Morris suggested that the committee consider revising the officer terms to coincide with the fiscal calendar year. 

i. S. Hampton noted that the current setup provides for continuity through the budget process and recommended that the terms remain as they are.

ii. C. Wimbish concurred with S. Hampton’s remarks.

iii. The committee agreed to leave the terms as they are.

9. Adjourn
a. On a motion by E. Morris, the Executive Committee adjourned at 3:00pm to the council’s next regularly scheduled meeting on December 14, 2009 at 10:00am at the Heartland Business Park.

Respectfully submitted, 

__________________________________

Michael P. Cooper, Secretary

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation & Development Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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