Old Dominion RC&D Council Meeting Minutes
February 13, 2006  
Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville 
Chairman George Ingram called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. Guests were recognized. Cynthia Gregg called the roll. (See attendance at the end of these minutes.) 
In Re: Additions to the Agenda.  No additions.
In Re: Approval of Minutes.  Minutes of the December 19, 2005, meeting were approved. (Keener, Gregg.)
In Re: Approval of Treasurer’s Report.  Report was approved as mailed. (Hagenau, Cassada.)
In Re: Reports from Supporting Agencies. Ms. Gregg mentioned some events that included a pesticides training, forage day, ultrasound on premium heifers and upcoming bull sale.
In Re: Trail Feasibility Study Results. Dr. Larissa Smith made a presentation on the results of the feasibility study she was contracted to conduct. The criteria used when identifying possible sites were:
· Is the site historically significant? Does it relate to the grassroots effort by Americans to bring meaningful educational opportunities to all Americans?

· Are there existing sources and pictures available to create an interpretive sign containing a 500-word history of the site?

· Are there existing buildings on the site?  In what condition are the buildings?  Have the buildings been restored or preserved?   

· How accessible is the site to visitors?  Is it free and open to the public?  Is parking available?

· Has the local community already taken steps to commemorate or preserve the site?  Is there community support for adding this site to the Civil Rights In Education Heritage Trail?  Is there a local contact person to coordinate the addition to the Trail, if the site is chosen?  

Dr. Smith identified twelve possible sites in her study. Several people in attendance mentioned that they were aware of other sites that may have potential. Chairman Ingram reiterated that Dr. Smith’s study was not inclusive of all the potential sites in the region, but merely a preliminary measure to see whether enough sites exist to expand the trail. Chairman Ingram pointed out that the process of adding sites to the trail would be lengthy and costly since all of the existing signs, maps and brochures would have to be replaced as well. 
It was the consensus of the council that enough potential sites exist to pursue expanding the trail. Dr. Smith said that Longwood University had technical and human resources that could be used in capturing the oral histories from some people involved in the events highlighted by the trail. 

Motion carried to create a 5-year plan to pursue additional funding, to continue the research and gather historical data on potential sites and to begin gathering the oral histories. (Swinson, Gregg.) Mr. Roberts said he felt sure that Dr. Smith’s contract could be extended should she want to continue as the historian.
In Re: Authorize Payment to Virginia’s Retreat for Trails Ad. Motion carried to pay for advertisement in the Blue Ridge Outdoor Magazine in the amount of $3,403.54. (Swinson, Heintzleman.) This amount will be reimbursed to the council from the Virginia Department of Forestry, Urban and Community Forestry grant.
In Re: VARCDC Items. Sherry Swinson reported that the spring meeting will be held May 4-5, 2006, in Chincoteague on the Eastern Shore. Council members desiring to attend were George Ingram and Carlyle Wimbish. Since Ms. Swinson is the state chair, her expenses will be paid by VARCDC. Ms. Swinson said it was time to pay annual state dues in the amount of $575. 
In Re: VARCDC Delegate. Ms. Heintzleman was elected to serve another two-year term as a delegate. (Gregg, Swinson.) Mr. Wimbish agreed to serve as the alternate.
In Re: Distribute Annual Report. Copies were handed out. Mr. Roberts stated that he would be visiting sponsors to give them a yearly update and provide them with copies of the Annual Report.
In Re: Meeting Dates. Chairman Ingram reviewed the dates for council meetings in 2006 and said that the June meeting date coincided with the national meeting in Savannah. Other dates are April 17, August 21, October 16 and December 18.
Motion carried to change the meeting date to June 12, 2006. (Wimbish, Gregg.)
In Re: National RC&D Meeting. Mr. Roberts reported that NRCS would not be sending Mrs. Adams to Savannah in June to the national conference. Motion carried to send Mrs. Doetzer a letter to request that Mrs. Adams attend the conference and be recognized as a national award winner. (Swinson, Heintzleman.)
Chairman Ingram spoke about the proposed cuts to the national budget for next year and expressed how important it was that council members make calls and/or send letters to their legislators discouraging cuts to the program. Mr. Ingram commented on a letter received from Mrs. Doetzer recommending that the council expand the scope of its projects beyond tourism and recreation.
In Re: Webpage Construction.  Mr. Roberts stated that Mrs. Adams had requested training on webpage construction and had taken a course at Southside Virginia Community College. As a result of her course, she had built a website for Old Dominion RC&D. He distributed copies of her design. It was the consensus of the council that the staff pursues getting the council online.
In Re: Report Heartland Partnership Sign, #143 Complete. Motion to report project complete was carried. (Wimbish, Hagenau.)
In Re: Project Updates. Farm Safety Camps – The camp at the Five County Fairgrounds in Farmville will be held April 29, 2006. Patrick Murphy is the lead coordinator. Recruiting in Amelia County will be included this year. The second camp, coordinated by Cynthia Gregg, will be held in June, although the exact date has not been decided upon, and held at Great Creek Park in Brunswick County. While recruitment for campers will occur in all of the southern counties, she anticipates that most of the campers will come from localities in close proximity to the park. In order to reach more youth, Ms. Gregg hopes to rotate the location of the camp each year.

Mr. Roberts reported that he has requested assistance from the national office in finding funds for Edmunds Park Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Roberts reported that the US Fish and Wildlife Service were providing a small grant for the development of a wetland at Edmunds Park.

Mr. Roberts said he was collaborating with Mr. Redmond on a grant for the Phenix Dixie Youth (PDY) since Baseball Tomorrow Fund had invited PDY to submit a full grant proposal. 
Mr. Roberts said that his contact for the Litter Control Workshop had resigned. It was the consensus of the council that Mr. Roberts should proceed anyway and find other contacts.  Ms. Heintzleman suggested Steve Coe be contacted.

In Re: Coordinator’s Report. Mr. Roberts stated that he was keeping abreast of Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) activities on feeder streams of the Staunton River by the Department of Environmental Quality. He said he attended a meeting at Staunton River State Park concerning environmental education. Several council members reported activity in their counties as well. Mr. Roberts said no progress has been made on the bio-diesel workshop.
In Re: Other. Todd Fortune reported that a director for the Commonwealth Regional Council (formerly the Piedmont Planning District Commission) has been named. Danny Fore will begin work this month. He is a resident of Rustburg.
Motion carried to authorize up to $450 for the printing of additional 2005 Annual Reports. (Heintzleman, Swinson.)

The meeting adjourned subject to call by the chairman. 
_____________________________

Cynthia Gregg, Secretary

Meeting Attendance, February 13, 2006

David Keener, Amelia County

Dorothy Thomas, Brunswick County

Hank Hagenau, Buckingham County

Stephanie Heintzleman, Charlotte County

Sherry Swinson, Cumberland County



Guests:
Carlyle Wimbish, Halifax County



Dr. Larissa Smith
George Ingram, Lunenburg County



Peggy Lee
Kenneth Cassada, Halifax SWCD



Beverley Hawthorne
Cynthia Gregg, Lake Country SWCD



Brenda Arriaga
Sherry Ragland, Peter Francisco SWCD


Joseph Epps
Eugene Morris, Southside SWCD

Todd Fortune, Commonwealth Regional Council

Billy Park, Southside PDC

Dave Roberts, NRCS

Sue Adams, NRCS

Martha Powers, NRCS
Council Member/Alternate Absent:



Wayne Carter/Jim Jennings, Mecklenburg County

Ronnie Roark/John Prosise, Nottoway County

Susie Hampton/Sarah Puckett, Prince Edward County
Gary Dillard/Don Maxey, Piedmont SWCD
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