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The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. is a  

501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to initiate and coordinate  

resource development and conservation programs that enhance the social,  

economic, and environmental quality of the region. 

Our Mission 

 

 

A locally driven organization with a diverse and talented council empowered to 

work cooperatively within the region to improve the quality of life of its citizenry. 

Our Vision 

 

 

Susie Hampton , RC&D Vice Chair, presents check from Old Dominion RC&D to Longwood Foundation.  

Pictured from left are: Dave Roberts, RC&D Coordinator; Kelly Martin, Longwood University Sustain-

ability Coordinator; Carlyle Wimbish, Jr. RC&D Past Chair; Susan Adams, RC&D Treasurer; Susie 

Hampton; Louise Waller, Longwood University Real Property Manager; and Rick Myers, Director,  

Longwood University Physical Plant. 
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Letter from the Chairman  
 

Looking back over my first year      

as chairman of the Old Dominion 

RC&D Council, I am pleased to  

report that the council has been    

actively involved in many exciting 

ventures. Early in the year I chal-

lenged members to bring from their 

respective areas ideas for potential 

projects for consideration and possi-

ble development. Council members 

delivered and we have adopted many of their ideas to work on 

as projects in the years to come.  

 

In order for our members to be well informed on all issues at  

all times, I recommended that a written report, to be prepared  

by our coordinator, be given to council members at every coun-

cil meeting.  The idea of preparing such a report has now been 

accepted by all RC&D Councils in the state.  This report will 

enable our members to keep our sponsors informed of Old   

Dominion RC&D goals and activities.  During these trying  

economic times, communication of this sort is important to the 

success of our efforts. 

 

We have also developed new committees and enhanced existing 

committees to focus on the many objectives we have in mind.  

In addition, the council makeup has changed.  We have lost 

some members and several new members have been appointed 

by their sponsors. 

 

In April, the council was honored to host the Virginia Associa-

tion of RC&D Councilsô annual spring meeting at Berry Hill 

Plantation in Halifax County.  At this time we had the opportu-

nity to showcase some of our projects, both past and present. 

Highlights of the meeting included an address by 5th District 
Congressman, Tom Perriello, and a tour with Ward Burton, 

NASCAR driver and conservation/wildlife advocate. 

 

Our fiscal year ended with the Council hosting a Community 

Sustainability and Awareness Social focusing on the role of the 

RC&D program and its continuous benefit to the community.    

We were pleased with the attendance from our sponsors and 

partners which provided Council members and staff with a   

networking opportunity to share past successes and to discuss 

future projects.  Additionally, the event afforded an opportunity 

for the Council to present a VARCDC grant check in the 

amount of $4,000 to Longwood Universityôs Alternative Energy 

Project. 

 

As I stand on the threshold of my second term, I see the council 

continuing to strengthen and grow as we partner with other  

organizations, agencies, and interested groups to implement  

improvements in our communities and for our environment.  

Working together we can help to make our world a better place 

in which to live. 

 

 

Annual Plan of Work 
 

The Old Dominion Resource Conservation and Develop-

ment Council, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organiza-

tion.  The Council is comprised of 10 county sponsors, 

five soil and water conservation district sponsors, and 

two planning district sponsors.   In addition to these  

sponsors, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service provides funding which includes staff, office 

space and a vehicle.  The Council identifies resource 

needs and develops projects for economic development, 

land conservation, land management, and water quality 

and quantity.  Many of the projects provide multi-county 

benefits, while others pertain specifically to one county.   

 

The Fiscal Year 2009 Annual Plan of Operations was 

derived from the first year of our 2009-2014 Area Plan.  

Projects and activities worked on in Fiscal Year 2009 

were:   

 

Completed Projects 
 
* Agritourism Workshop 

   Chowan River Basin Workshop 

* Eco óKidsô Kollegeô  

   Enhancing Tourism with Virginiaôs Retreat 

   Outdoor Classroom 

   Progressive Agriculture Safety Day TM  - Farmville 

* Sustainable Forestry Course 

   TMDL Implementation Plan for Charlotte County 

 

Current/Ongoing Projects 
 
*  Beekeepers Education and Start-up 

*  Dike at Randolph 

   Edmunds Memorial Park Sports Hall of Fame  

       and Sports Museum 

*  Ellis Acres Memorial Park 

*  Heartland Horse Heroes 

*  Holiday Lake 4-H Educational Center 

*  Longwood University Alternative Energy  

       Feasibility Study 

*  Longwood University Sustainable Alternative  

       Energy 

   Recycling Education 

*  Ward Burton Wildlife Foundation Quail Habitat  

       Improvement and Pollinators 

 

 

*  projects adopted in FY 2009 
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Eco óKidsô Kollegeô and Outdoor Classroom: Educating the Next Generation 

 

Educating our future leaders is important, and this past year the 

council completed two projects that targeted teaching about our 

natural resources, the environment, and nature in general to the 

children of the region. By developing and fostering their interest  

at an early age, it is our hope that some of these children will 

eventually select careers involving the out of doors.  In this rural 

region, the wise use of our natural resources is vital to everyoneôs 

livelihood. With funding received from Virginia Environmental 

Endowment (VEE) to purchase the materials for the ñOne Bucket 

at a Timeò Curriculum, and by partnering with many of the state 

and local government agencies to conduct Eco Kidsô Kollege, the 

Council made it possible for children in the ten-county region to 

learn about their natural surroundings.  

 

 

 

ñOne Bucket at a Timeò is an educational curriculum developed by 

the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

for elementary school children to explore nature just outside the 

classroom door. The materials needed to produce five complete  

sets of 30 buckets were purchased and distributed to the five Soil 

and Water Conservation Districts that the council partners with. 

These SOL-compatible kits are available for the teachers in the  

region as well as other groups, such as Virginia Cooperative       

Extension and home-school organizations, who help children     

explore nature. 

 

 

 

Eco óKidsô Kollegeô used the buckets as part of the week-long  

environmental day camp where children learned about natural  

resources, recycling, watersheds, wildlife and the habitat that they 

need, aquatics, agriculture, and forestry from guest speakers and 

by playing games with an environmental slant. The Kollege was  

a group effort where the council partnered with Charlotte County, 

Southside Soil and Water Conservation District and Charlotte 

County Cooperative Extension.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2009, Eco Kidsô Kollege was small in scale and used as a pilot  

project. Next year, the council and its partners intend improve  

upon it and expand it to a region-wide program. 

 

 

Dave Roberts, RC&D Coordinator, helps students with  
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Children at Yogaville learn about  water quality 

Children experience first-hand the importance of  habitat 


